go             GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
only to the subconscious instincts have their success. This
alone explains the character of these speeches, which call forth
either ecstatic enthusiasm or ecstatic fury. In this the National
Socialist propaganda follows recipes carefully thought out
down to the smallest detail and many times tested. Anyone
who has had experience of the way in which a special style of
ecstatic oratory is cultivated, even by the pettiest officials of the
party, will realize the deeper purpose of this style, with its
calculated effect on the masses.
But National Socialism also operates on the masses in the
direction of keeping alive the revolutionary tendency. Only so
does it consider that the masses can be kept in the unstable
condition in which they can be influenced at will. Only by
posing as the counsel for the true Socialist revolution, in
opposition to reactionaries, Jews, saboteurs, Marxists, and
foreign democracies, does it create the emotional fluidity in
which political slogans have effect.
National Socialism makes use of the masses as an instrument.
It has not the slightest intention of organizing them and
bringing them out of their amorphous condition. This explains
its abolition of every sort of independent administration. It
also explains the wrecking of every attempt to form a new
society. Such is the pernicious character of the treatment of the
masses elaborated by Goebbels. In his system propaganda is not
a means of communication, with the purpose of adjusting
leadership from above under the impact of criticism and of the
public reception of proposals. It is simply and purely a means
of domination, supported by the methods of terrorism and of
brutal compulsion.
As yet this propaganda has not entirely lost its effectiveness in
Germany. It has been carried on cleverly and with remarkable
psychological subtlety. It might almost be said that it has
succeeded in turning burdens which in the past aroused the
utmost resentment into food for enthusiasm. The crisis of the